MINUTES
SOUTHSIDE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JANUARY 14, 2022 @ 6 P.M.
MICROSOFT TEAMS MEETING
PRESENT:

Frank W. Bacon (Chair)
Earl C. Currin, Jr. (Vice Chair)
Paul S. Bennett (Secretary)
Charles J. Friedl (Treasurer)
Brenda H. Johnson
Kristie Martin-Wallace
Clive C. Pettis, Sr.
Sarah W. Saunders
William T. White
Frank F. Rennie (General Counsel)
Christine Marston (Minute Taker)

STAFF:

Jeffrey S. Edwards, President/CEO

MEETING CALLED
Frank Bacon called the meeting to order and asked that Jeff Edwards preside
over the Special Called meeting to provide information on storm preparations ahead of
the ice and snow event predicted for Sunday, January 16, 2022. This information is
provided so that the Board can address any questions that may arise during power
restoration efforts.
WINTER STORM IZZY
1. Forecasters started predicting the storm on Monday, January 10th.
2. The storm has such a large footprint, and it is unknown where the bigger impact is
going to be, but the focus was on Virginia and SEC’s territory.
3. Rappahannock Electric Cooperative was finishing up power restoration from the
January 3rd winter storm and had released their mutual aid crews. SEC contacted
those crews and asked if they would be willing to stay. SEC procured 12 two-man
crews from Arkansas. Two of these crews returned to Arkansas due to COVID.
4. The Cooperative has a pledge of 30 two-man crews, counting the 10 from
Arkansas, and 20 more are coming from Illinois.
5. SEC procured these crews prior to any other cooperative prestaging.
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6. Eighteen line contract crews will arrive on Saturday, January 15th, along with 4
support crews which accompany the line crews (supervisor, mechanic and safety
professionals).
7. Eleven tree crews will arrive Saturday, January 15th.
8. Ten 2-man Osmose crews will be used to scout ahead of the crews identifying and
assessing damage. They will provide damage reports throughout restoration efforts.
9. Procured 10 track vehicles capable of setting poles and 3 track bucket vehicles that
will assist in working in hard to reach areas.
10. The Cooperative asked for 50 two-man crews and received 30. A request was
made for 20 two-man construction crews and received 18.
11. No one along the east coast is releasing crews. Florida and Alabama have pledged
crews to Georgia. Some cooperatives have requested mutual aid but cannot get
any due to the footprint of the storm.
12. Inventory levels have been increased to ensure there is enough on hand.
13. The Cooperative currently has 13 employees on the COVID list, there have been a
total 24 in the past two weeks. The entire IT department is out due to COVID. Most
of these employees can come back Monday, January 17th and the remainder will
return Tuesday, January 18th.
14. No Operations personnel have COVID right now, but there are a couple out due to
a potential exposure.
15. The Cooperative ordered 2,000 quick COVID tests in preparation for the testing
mandate. These tests will be used to test employees once they are brought back in
to the workforce, verifying that they are no longer contagious.
16. The Member & Public Relations group has been very active on social media
informing the membership of the Cooperative’s prestaging activities.
17. Cooperative staff met with elected officials of the counties and state, as well as the
State Corporation Commission advising them of the steps SEC was taking in
preparation of the storm. The information presented was well received.
18. The current forecast for this evening shows the largest impact farther south in the
Piedmont area of North Carolina. They are forecasted to receive some pretty
crippling ice.
19. The forecast for the Cooperative service territory is:
a. Snow turning to rain and back to snow.
b. Eastern District – 1” to 2” of snow
c. Amelia to Prince Edward – 3” to 5” of snow
d. Western District – up to 12” of snow
e. Not sure of the moisture content of the snow

2

Frank W. Bacon, Chair

Christine Marston, Minute Taker
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